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As of Nov. 6, 128 of the 198 articles contained in Nicaragua's new political constitution had been
approved by the national assembly. Five articles approved late last week define the nature of the
national education system, establish free and compulsory primary education, and legitimate the
right of indigenous people on the country's Atlantic coast to schooling in their native languages.
Articles approved on Nov. 5 pertained to writers and other "cultural workers." The constitution
guarantees these workers freedom of expression, freedom in choosing creative activities, and the
"necessary means to publish their works and protect their copyrights." The constitution is scheduled
to go into effect in January 1987.
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